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ABSTRACT 

This study covers a program of research on problems 
in the area of reading undertaken and supported by the U. S. Office 
of Education. Due to the effectiveness of the Convergence Technique 
in the planning and management of complex programs of bio-medical 
research, this project is undertaken to develop plans for the 
application of this technique in designing a research and development 
program on reading. The applicability of the Convergence Technique to 
programatic efforts in other fields of education will be examined 
simultaneously. This document reports only on the planning phase. The 
adequacy of the Convergence Technique for educational research 
programs will be tested in the accomplishments made through the 
research phase which is to follow this study. After the presentation ■ 
of an overview of the proposed research and development program, this 
report presents a discussion of models and modeling. This material is 
presented to make explicit what is sought in the model building and 
utilization segment of the program. This is followed by material that 
details the nature of the program goal. Although labeled "Final 
Report" this document cannot be accepted as the total evaluation of 
the application of the Convergence Technique to reading or other 
educational problems. Application of the Convergence Technique to 
educational Research programs will be further tested in the research 
phase which is to follow. (ON) 
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CHAPTER I 



PROBLEM STATEMENT, DESCRIPTION OF THE CONVERGENCE 
TECHNIQUE, AND PROJECT OUTLINE 



Two developments led to the funding of Project 8-0737, 
’’Application of the Convergence Technique to Basic Studies of the 
Reading Process." First, within the U. S. Office of Education 
decisions had been reached to undertake a program of research on 
problems in the area of reading. Second, the effectiveness of the 
Convergence Technique in the planning and management of complex 
programs of bio-medical research suggested possibilities for its 
applicability to programatic efforts in education. Thus, a project 
was undertaken to develop plans for a research and development 
program on reading and simultaneously examine the applicability of 
the Convergence Technique to education. 

Although labeled "Final Report" this document cannot be 
accepted as the end or total evaluation of the application of the 
Convergence Technique to reading or other educational problems. 

The Convergence Technique involves a planning effort and a coordinated, 
cumulative series of managed research and development activities 
designed to achieve a specified goal. This project involved the 
planning activity only. Thus, before the Convergence Technique can 
be evaluated, an extensive line of interrelated investigations must 
be undertaken in a prescribed order; each investigation evaluated as 
to its contribution to movement toward the goal; and each investi- 
gation must be examined to determine whether its findings dictate a 
revision to the program plan. Since this document only reports the 
planning phase, the adequacy of the Convergence Technique for educa- 
tional research programs will be tested in the accomplishments made 
through the research phase which is to follow. 



THE NEED FOR A RESEARCH PROGRAM ON READING 



Reading is a very real anomaly. No other educational 
speciality has received as much attention. No other educational 
speciality has been as frequent a subject of published reports. 
And, no other educational speciality has as well an organized 
collection of literature. Personnel of the ERIC Clearinghouse on 



